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An Affiliate of the County Commissioners Association of Pennsylvania

PCYA Position Statement:
PCYA Priorities

Adopted June 24, 2011
According to Chapter 3130 regulations, the goal of children and youth services is:  To ensure for each child a permanent, legally assured family, which protects the child from abuse and neglect.

In the interest of accommodating budget reductions, to preserve staff resources, and to advance child safety and protection, the Pennsylvania Children and Youth Administrators Association (PCYA) membership, by consensus, affirms that the following represents the ordered priorities of Pennsylvania’s County Children and Youth Agencies in their implementation of laws, regulations, bulletins and special transmittals:

1.
Child Safety- children are, first and foremost, protected from abuse and neglect

2.
Court ordered actions/activities under JCA or CPSL

3.
Other issues will be addressed as resources are available

Each county is committed to these priorities and will continue to comply with duly enacted laws governing public child welfare according to local abilities to accommodate these mandates and initiatives. 

Further, we recognize the needs of the Office of Children, Youth and Families to promulgate bulletins to clarify and regulations to enact laws, with the county as the responsible entity for implementation. We must also stress the need for timely responses to questions and clarifications. 

County Children and Youth Services requires a balance of flexibility with accountability, acknowledging that implementation may differ from county to county, depending on the identified community needs, the county uniqueness, and the specific resource capacity.
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