ChildFirst Pennsylvania

Forensic Interviews with Children and Preparing for Court

Messiah College, Grantham, PA – March 14-18, 2011

Application Form

ChildFirst is limited to 40 students. Please be aware that this is an intensive course. The workshops are supplemented with homework assignments, which must be completed each night, and each student will be given a written, proctored examination at the end of the course. Students who fail to attend all workshops, to complete homework, or to pass the examination will not be awarded a certificate of course completion. ChildFirst supports a multidisciplinary approach to child abuse cases. Therefore, preference will be given to those who apply to attend the training as a multidisciplinary team (MDT). The ideal team consists of a children and youth solicitor, a prosecutor, a forensic interviewer, a Child Protective Services worker, and a law enforcement officer.  If your team varies from this norm, please attach to your application an explanation of the unique makeup of your team and why you would benefit from the training. Individual applications will also be considered. Applications must be returned by January 14, 2011 to be considered. Participants will be notified of their selection by February 1, 2011.

Please check one: 
MDT Member Application (*Team applications must be mailed 



Individual Application




together)

Name: 

Job Title:

Address: 

Office Name:

City: 



State: 



Zip:

Phone Number: 

Fax Number: 


Email:

Why do you want to attend this course? (Attach additional sheets if necessary):________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Have you applied to attend ChildFirst before?

 Yes 
No

Has anyone from your agency attended a ChildFirst

or CornerHouse course before?



 Yes No

Number of years in Child Protection Field:____________

Experience conducting forensic interviews:_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Please list other child abuse related training or interviewing programs you have attended: (Attach additional sheets if necessary)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Does your jurisdiction have a multidisciplinary team? Yes 
No

If yes: A) Are you currently a member of the team?

B) How long have you been a member?

Approximately how many children have you interviewed regarding the following types of abuse?

Physical Abuse/ Child Death:________________ Sexual Abuse: _______________

Emotional Abuse/ Neglect:__________________ Physical Neglect:_____________

Do you conduct interviews in a child friendly environment? Yes No

If yes, briefly describe:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Check which of the following tools you employ during interviews:

Video Tape 
Audio Tape 
Anatomical Dolls 
Anatomical Drawings

What rapport building techniques do you use? ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Check which (if any) of these problems you have encountered during interviewing:

Recantation 
Unconvincing/Inconsistent Disclosure Other_________________________

Delayed Disclosure
 Non Supportive, Non Offending Parent

Please return application to:

ChildFirst Pennsylvania
PA Children and Youth Solicitors Association

c/o Joyce A. Hatfield-Wise

100 West Beau Street, Suite 502 Courthouse Square

Washington, PA  15301

(724) 228 – 6705

Tuition $200  

Do not send tuition payment with your application. 
You will be notified of your acceptance and invoiced accordingly.

Location Information

ChildFirst Pennsylvania will take place at Boyer Hall on the campus of Messiah College located in Grantham, PA (Cumberland County).  Grantham is located just 7 miles from Mechanicsburg and is easily accessible via the PA Turnpike at Exit 17 to Interstate 15 South.  It is also an easy commute from the Harrisburg International Airport.  A group hotel rate is currently being negotiated.  Participants are responsible for the costs of their own lodging, meals and travel arrangements. Travel and lodging information will be given to students upon selection for the course. Please do not arrange travel prior to acceptance.

ChildFirst Pennsylvania course runs Monday through Thursday from 8am to 5 pm each day and on Friday from 8am to 3pm.  Students must be present for the entire training course.  All travel arrangements should be made in consideration of the training schedule.

ChildFirst Pennsylvania

At a glance

March 14 - 18, 2011

Messiah College, Boyer Hall, Grantham, PA

AGENDA*
Monday___________________________________________________
8:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.

REGISTRATION & PRE-TEST

8:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.

WELCOME & OVERVIEW OF TRAINING

9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.

EFFECTIVE INTERVIEWING

10:00 a.m. – 10:15 a.m.

BREAK

10:15 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

HOW CHILDREN EXPERIENCE SEXUAL ABUSE

12:00 p.m. – 1:15 p.m.

LUNCH (ON YOUR OWN)
1:15 p.m. – 1:45 p.m.

PROCESS OF DISCLOSURE

1:45 p.m. – 2:45 p.m.

CULTURAL COMPETENCY

2:45 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

BREAK

3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

CHILD DEVELOPMENT
Tuesday____________________________________________________________________

8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.

QUESTIONING CHILDREN

10:00 a.m. – 10:15 a.m.

BREAK

10:15 a.m. – 11:00 p.m.          
CORNERHOUSE FORENSIC INTERVIEW PROTOCOL

11:00 a.m. – 11:10 a.m.

BREAK

11:10 a.m. – 12:00p.m.   
CORNERHOUSE FORENSIC INTERVIEW PROTOCOL (RATAC continued)

12:00 p.m. - 1:15 p.m.

LUNCH (ON YOUR OWN)

1:15 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.               
CORNERHOUSE FORENSIC INTERVIEW PROTOCOL (RATAC continued)

2:30 p.m. – 2:45 p.m.

BREAK

2:45 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.

REVIEW OF RATAC

Wednesday_________________________________________________________________

8:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.

ANATOMICAL DOLLS

9:30 a.m. – 9:40 a.m.

BREAK

9:40 a.m. – 11:00 p.m.
EXERCISE: Student Interview of Child 

About Non – Abuse Event

11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
PREPARING THE CHILD WITNESS FOR COURT

12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.

LUNCH (ON YOUR OWN)

1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
HEARSAY

2:30 p.m. – 2:45 p.m.

BREAK

2:45 p.m. – 3:45 p.m.

SUGGESTIBILITY

3:45 p.m. – 3:55 p.m.

BREAK

3:55 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
WORKING AS A MULTI-DISCIPLINARY TEAM TO OBTAIN CORROBORATING EVIDENCE IN CASES OF CHILD ABUSE

Thursday____________________________________________________________________

8:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.

TESTIFYING IN COURT
9:30 a.m. – 9:40 a.m.

BREAK

9:40 a.m. – 11:10 p.m.

BLOCKS AND PROBLEMS

11:10 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

COURSE REVIEW

11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

LUNCH (ON YOUR OWN)

1:00 p.m. – 1:45 p.m.

EXERCISE: Student Interview with Feedback #1

1:45 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.

EXERCISE: Student Interview with Feedback #2

2:30 p.m. – 2:40 p.m.

BREAK

2:40 p.m. – 3:25 p.m.

EXERCISE: Student Interview with Feedback #3

3:25 p.m. – 4:10 p.m.

EXERCISE: Student Interview with Feedback #4

4:10 p.m. – 4:20p.m.

BREAK

4:20 p.m. – 5:05 p.m.

EXERCISE: Student Interview with Feedback #5
Friday_______________________________________________________________________

8:00 a.m. – 8:45 a.m.

EXERCISE: Student Interview with Feedback #6
8:45 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.

EXERCISE: Student Interview with Feedback #7
9:30 a.m. – 9:40 a.m.
BREAK
9:40 a.m. – 10:25 a.m.
EXERCISE: Student Interview with Feedback #8
10:25 a.m. – 11:10 a.m.

EXERCISE: Student Interview with Feedback #9

11:10 a.m. – 11:55 p.m.
EXERCISE: Student Interview with Feedback #10
11:55 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
RETURN TO MAIN CONFERENCE ROOM

12:00 p.m. – 1:15 p.m.

FINAL EXAMINATION
1:15 p.m. – 2:15 p.m.
LUNCH (while exams are graded)
2:15 p.m. – 2:45 p.m.
CLOSING REMARKS
*subject to variance
